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The Nature of Suspense — Film Study — The Others

Task: After watching the film The Others and making comprehensive notes about the development of
uspense in the film, you must write a 23 page, five paragraph essay in which you discuss how suspense

was created in the movie. In your essay you must discuss three distinct devices that the director uses to
create suspense and provide significant examples from the film in order to justify your arguments. Your
essay must also include a strong introduction, clear thesis statement and a conclusion that summarizes all
of your arguments. Remember you will be evaluated on both structure (Point, Proof, Discussion) and
style.

Instructiofls

1. While watching the film you must make accurate, detailed notes about the development of
suspense. Please use the handout provided by your teacher.

2. After watching the film you must write a detailed outline (provided by your teacher) which will
help you structure your essay and keep organized.

3. Using the outline write a rough copy for your essay (some time will be given in class). Make sure
that you read your rough copy out loud to yourself and have someone else peer edit before you
start the final copy.

4. Using your rough copy produce a final version of the essay that will be submitted to your teacher
for evaluation. Please note your final copy must include all rough work (film handout, outline,
rough copy), a title page and be typed (Double space, Times New Roman or Anal 12 pt. font).
Remember - edit, edit, edit!

Suspense Essay Rubric
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