	The Body of Christopher Creed Reading Schedule & Literary Circle Questions

	Date &

Reading
	Discussion Questions

	
	Chapter 1
	1. At what stage in his high-school career does Torey move to a new school?  What atmosphere or mood does the author create by setting the story at this point in his academic career?
2. How does the author let you know when Torey is thinking thoughts to himself? 
3. Describe the narrator Torey. Consider his physical appearance as well as his personality and life situation. 
4. Give an example from the story that indicates that Torey is trustworthy as a narrator. Is there anything that you have read so far that makes you not trust him? Describe life at Rothborne School. How is it alike or different from your experience at school? 
5. Who is Leo? What do the other students at Rothborne think about him? Give two reasons for why he makes Torey uncomfortable? 
6. What details about Chris Creed’s disappearance are provided in the letter at the end of the chapter? 

	
	Chapters 2-4
	1. When Torey asks the Reverend Harmon why a loin cloth was added to the pictures of Jesus, what response does the minister give him? What does Torey think about this response? Is he satisfied or confused? Describe Mr. & Mrs. Creed as they are seen in the church and as they are described by Torey later in the chapter. 
2.  Describe the town of Steepleton as it is viewed by the adults of the town.
3. In these chapters, several people and groups of people are stereotyped. Describe the town’s thoughts about the “boons” and “Ali”. 
4. In these chapters, the reader meets several of Torey’s friends. Briefly describe each of the following characters: Alex Arrington, Ryan Bowman, Eddie and Pat Kyle (twins), Leandra. 
5. What do you learn about Chris from his e-mail to Mr. Ames (27-28)?
6. What might make Ali think that Torey and his friends have perfect lives? 
7. Torey describes how Ali has changed since they were kids. Outline the changes he sees. 
8. Why would Chris feel the need to hide his diary in his room?
9. Torey says that Mrs. Creed is denying her role in her son’s disappearance. Why do you think she might do that?
10. Torey looks inward and discovers that he is not comfortable responding to Chris’s disappearance the way his friends do. How is Torey different from his friends? 

	
	Chapters 5-7
	1. On page 45, Alex suggests that Christopher Creed was in denial about how bad his life really was. Do you think a victim of abuse can ever really deny the situation?
2. In chapter five, the “boons” are clearly stereotyped (46-48). Describe how Torey’s friends view boons. Do you think their opinions are justified? 
3. At the end of chapter five, Torey says that his own friends were on his nerves. Who do you think this might be? Offer examples.
4. In chapter six, Torey demonstrates his ability to do things on his own without the help or approval of his friends. Give an example.
5. Find two examples of slang. Who do you think the author includes slang in the novel. 
6. Pathetic Fallacy refers to nature reflecting a character’s feelings. How does nature reflect Torey’s feelings when he is in his basement writing music?
7. Explain how all of the gossip about Christopher’s disappearance has caused Torey to become afraid in his own basement.
8. On page 58, what difference does Torey notice about Leandra and Ali?
9. Describe some of the conflicts that arise when Torey is talking to Leandra on the phone. Label these conflicts as internal or external. 
10. Alex’s flashback about punching Chris while in the Lenape burial grounds is an important memory. What do you learn about Chris from this flashback? 

	
	Chapters 8-10
	1. Why did Ali’s parents finally get divorced?
2. Do you think Mrs. Creed killed her son? Why or why not?
3. What is your reaction to Bo and Ali’s relationship?
4. What does the layout of her sons’ bedrooms and their bedtime rituals tell you about Mrs. Creed?
5. Has your opinion of Bo changed? Why or why not? Has Torey’s opinion of Bo changed?
6. Predict how the following examples of foreshadowing might eventually turn out later in the novel:
· “I can’t” Ali said, shaking her head. “I could never tell this to Chief Bowen” (75). 
· “I liked where he was looking and thought I saw a curtain flicker but didn’t focus on it” (85). 
7. Describe the impact of Bo having the disc that contains Chris’s letter.
8. Bo tells the story of his sister, Darla. How are she and Ali alike?
9. Torey claims that, “you can’t run from your own stupidity.” What do you think he means? Have you ever tried to do this in your own life?
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	Chapters 11-13
	1. Why does Ali feel so comfortable opening up to Bo about her mom and the situation at home?
2. Summarize Mrs. Adam’s view of what happens when a kid suffers a personal tragedy. Do you agree?
3. How does Bo get the diary?
4. Who is Isabella and what is her connection to Chris Creed?
5. What is Ali’s explanation of Chris’s unusual vocabulary?
6. Torey wonders “…if being a geek [makes] you a better, less judgemental person.” What do you think?
7. Why would Chris select the day after school began to write a list of things he liked about himself? Are there any clues in that list as to his whereabouts?
8. Torey explains how lying is the same as acting. Explain his comparison.
9. Explain how Bo really received the diary.
10. Ali tells Torey that, “people are blind. All they see is a person’s reputation” (125). Evaluate the extent to which you believe this to be true in real life. 

	
	Quiz #1 (Chapters 1-13)

	
	Chapters 14-16
	1. In chapter 14, Torey becomes very angry with Leandra. Do you think his anger is justified?
2. What charge is officially laid against Bo?
3. Leandra shares her opinion of what has been happening with Torey. What is that opinion?
4. Ali explains to Torey why she behaves the way she does. What explanation does she offer to him?
5. Renee was very angry when she confronted Ali. How far should a friend go to protect the best interests of another friend? 
6. Torey says that Renee could be just as vicious as Bo could, but no one was accusing her of killing Chris. Why do you think that is? 
7. Why do Bo and Torey pretend they killed Chris (159)? Can you predict how this action could cause them trouble in the future? 
8. Do you agree with Bo’s assessment of Ali on page 161?

	
	Chapters 17-19
	1. At the beginning of chapter 17, Torey mentions several of his fears. What are they?
2. After Torey and Ali tell the truth, Torey is scared. How does he justify his fear? Do you agree with his view about adults?
3. Provide examples demonstrating that Mrs. Creed does not understand that being too involved in her son’s life could have made him feel awkward. What are common actions that parents take today that make their kids feel awkward?
4. Describe Mrs. Creed’s childhood as a boon. How have her past experiences influenced her present behaviour?
5. Why does Torey think that Chris and Isabella are alike? How is he wrong?
6. What does the story about the wax museum reveal about Torey? How might this be a foreshadowing of something yet to come?
7. Describe Isabella. What do you think made her attractive to Chris?
8. Why do you think Chris’s journal entries about Isabella are so far from the truth? Relate this to the issue of appearance versus reality?
9. What causes Torey to lay blame on the psychic for Chris’s disappearance? 
10. Mr. Ames says, “Why do people have so much trouble seeing their own faults but such an easy time seeing everyone else’s?” (177). Answer this question.

	
	Chapters 20-23
	1. Why did Chief Bowen resign from his post as chief of police?
2. Explain why Torey’s mom believes that Chris Creed is still alive. Do you think her logic is valid? Explain.
3. What does Torey find when he reaches his hand down the hole between the rocks?
4. List the events that happen to Torey in the Indian burial ground beginning with the rock that falls on him.
5. In reference to the naked picture of Jesus, Torey says “Nudity is a problem, but all the violence isn’t. I don’t understand people” (226). How does this statement relate to the novel? 
6. After the truth has been revealed about Torey finding the body of Bob Haines, why does Torey say that Alex’s apology is not enough?
7. What becomes of Bo, Ali, and Renee?
8. Why does Torey think that Christopher has died “metaphorically?”
9. Which of the final emails is the most compelling? Do you think that this proves that Chris Creed is alive or not?  

	
	Quiz #2 (Chapters 13-23)


