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A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
In-Class Essay Assignment
Instructions:

1. Select one of the following thesis statements;

· “The path of true love never runs smoothly; there are always obstacles put in the way by fate.”

· “Men break promises of love easily.”

· “Love is blind and has no judgment.”

· “People are prepared to give up anything for the person they love.”

In a well structured essay you will prove your thesis statement. Devote each body paragraph to a different couple in the play. The couples you may select are:

	· Hermia and Lysander

· Helena and Demetrius

· Titania and Oberon
	· Titania and Bottom

· Thisbe and Pyramus

· Hippolyta and Theseus


2.   Next, use the outline on the back of this page to outline your essay. 

· Select what you think are the 3 best couples to prove your thesis. Each will be a subtopic.
· On your outline write the strongest point and proof for each couple.
· You are responsible for discussing how each point and proof relates to your thesis.
4. Use the outline to carefully structure your first draft.
Note that you must use one direct quotation per paragraph, and have a complete works cited.
5. Revise and edit your rough draft before bringing to class on test day.
Test Date: 







Evaluation:










/50
	
	NR
	Level 1 (Poor)
	Level 2 (Fair)
	Level 3 (Good)
	Level 4 (Excellent)

	Introduction 
	
	· Hook is ineffective

· Thesis is unclear


	· Hook is somewhat effective

· Thesis is somewhat clear


	· Hook is effective

· Thesis is clear


	· Hook is very effective

· Thesis is persuasive and clear

	Content
	
	· Arguments are incoherent


	· Arguments are somewhat coherent
	· Arguments are persuasive
	· Arguments are extremely persuasive

	Supporting Details & Explanation 
	
	· Supporting details are inadequate

· Explanation is inadequate
	· Supporting details are adequate proof

· Some explanation
	· Supporting details are relevant and well chosen

· Good explanation
	· Supp. details are exemplary & correctly formatted 

· Excellent explanation

	Conclusion 
	
	· Thesis is referenced

· Little conclusion given
	· Thesis is somewhat restated

· Some thoughts concluded
	· Thesis is restated

· Well developed conclusion
	· Thesis is restated in an effective new manner

· Thoughtful and persuasive conclusion

	Grammar and Mechanics 
	
	· little control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Some control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Evident control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Excellent control over spelling, grammar and mechanics

	Style 
	
	· Formality is attempted
	· Paper is written in a formal style
	· Paper is written in a formal and interesting style
	· Paper is written in a formal and very interesting style

	Structure
	
	· Ineffective structure and organization
	· Some effective use of structure and organization
	· Argument is appropriately organized
	· Organization enhances the argument

	Formatting
	
	· Little adherence to MLA formatting
	· Some adherence to MLA formatting
	· Adheres to MLA formatting
	· Perfect MLA formatting

	Works Cited
	
	· Entries improperly formatted (5-6 errors)


	· Entries somewhat properly formatted (3-4 errors)
	· Entries properly formatted (1-2 errors)
	· Entries perfectly formatted (no apparent errors)
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