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Letter to the Editor Assignment

Instructions:

· You are writing a letter to the editor of a fictional newspaper inspired by your novel voicing the concerns of a specific character. 

· Write from your character’s perspective in his/her own voice, making an effective persuasive appeal about the concerns he/she has specifically.

Your letter must include the following:

· Identify yourself as well as the issue in the first paragraph. Expand on the issue and address why it is a concern in the second paragraph. Third paragraph asks for results or a call to action.

· In each paragraph, use textual references, paraphrased with page numbers

· Format: Mamas don’t act the way mine always did (234).

· Proper formatting (Block Formatting, as shown in class)

· Your character’s signature

· 200-250 words in length with a word count in brackets at the bottom of the letter

Finally, to ensure your letter is marked, use your real name as the editor’s name when sending the letter. This way it will be clear who actually wrote the letter.

Evaluation:

	Criteria
	Below Level 1
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Persuasive Argument
	Argument is not persuasive
	Persuasiveness and reasoning is limited
	Argument is somewhat persuasive
	Argument is persuasive
	Argument is persuasive and thoughtfully presented

	Textual References
	Few references, lacking relevance
	Some references, lacking relevance
	Some relevant references
	Relevant references
	Relevant references formatted properly

	Assumption of Character’s Voice
	No attempt to assume a character
	Poor attempt to assume a character
	Some attempt to assume a character
	Assumes a character well
	Believable assumption of character

	Call to Action
	No / Unclear call to action
	Unclear Call to action
	Somewhat relevant call to action
	Good call to action
	Excellent call to action

	Style / Grammar / Spelling
	Poor mechanics
	> 5 errors
	3-4 errors
	1-2 errors
	No errors

	Letter Formatting
	Disregards letter formatting
	Poor letter formatting
	Some formatting adherence
	Good letter formatting
	Perfect letter formatting
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Total: _____  /30


