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Thesis Development Worksheet

Answer the following questions on a separate, lined sheet of paper.

1. What is your topic?

2. Brainstorm your thoughts on your topic and ways in which it relates to the text.

3. What is your opinion (or what do you think the author’s opinion is) on this topic? 

4. Broaden your opinion. Ask yourself “so what?” to help expand on #3. In one sentence you should explain not only your opinion, but it should be important enough for your readers to care about it. When finished and refined, this statement will be your thesis.

5. Which three specific sub-topics will you focus on to prove your argument? (note: these are usually characters)

6. What other sources can you refer to in order to build on your thesis statement?

These questions are due on: 
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Questions are complete
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Questions are fully completed


Work is extremely organized�
�
Knowledge�
�
Writer has little grasp on their topic





Thesis lacks relevance or is too simple





Includes examples from the original text only�
Writer fairly knowledgeable and states subtopics 





Thesis shares the writer’s opinion 





Includes some outside sources�
Writer is knowledgeable on the topic, providing interesting sub-topics


Thesis shares the writer’s opinion and is interesting





Includes credible outside sources�
Writer is very knowledgeable on the topic, providing engaging sub-topics


Thesis shares the writer’s opinion and is relevant to audiences


Includes multiple interesting credible outside sources�
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