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The Body of Christopher Creed  Character Essay

Instructions:

1. Select one of the topics listed below to focus your essay:

a. In The Body of Christopher Creed, we meet three mother figures (Torey’s mom, Chris’s mom, Ali’s mom, Bo’s mom, or Bo himself). Each affect their children in a positive or negative manner. Write an essay analyzing how the home environment develops characters and makes them who they are in the novel.
b. In The Body of Christopher Creed, we meet several characters that present an image of themselves to the world in an effort to hide who they really are. Select any three characters and write an essay that explains how these characters are not always what they appear to be.
c. In The Body of Christopher Creed, we meet several characters who are considered “outcasts” or “outsiders”. They do not fit the normal expectations of Steepleton and, as a result, they feel socially isolated. Select three characters that are “outcasts” or “outsiders,” and write an essay that explains why and how they are isolated, and what they do to try to be welcomed into society. 
d. Malicious gossip and various types of abuse can have dangerous. Select three characters from the novel who are affected negatively by gossip or abuse. Analyze the different reactions and effects on each character you select, explaining the reasons for these different reactions. 
e. Ali claims, “people are blind, all they see are reputations” (Plum-Ucci, 249). Show this is true using three characters from the novel. What kind of assumptions do people make about them, and how do these characters conform or revolt against the negative gossip about them? Explain what causes characters to react to social expectations in this manner.

2. Develop a thesis on the topic.

· Your thesis must state your opinion on a topic
· It must also be accompanied by a blueprint of the sub-topics you will discuss to prove your thesis
· Complete the “Thesis Development Worksheet” by: Tuesday/Wednesday, October 22/23
3. Outline, type & edit the rough draft

· Use the outline sheet (provided) to organize your thoughts

· Note: each body paragraph must have a minimum of one direct quotation

· Type your essay

· Format it using the MLA 7 guidelines reviewed in class (found at http://phsthompson.weebly.com)

· Provide a MLA-formatted Works Cited page

· Edit for coherence, style, structure, and mechanics using the techniques discussed in class 

· Bring the rough draft to class to peer edit on: Friday, October 24
4. Final Submission

· Submit your final essay in the following order: Rubric, Good Copy (with Works Cited), Rough Copies, Outline, thesis development sheets 
Due Date: Monday, October 27

	
	NR
	Level 1 (Poor)
	Level 2 (Fair)
	Level 3 (Good)
	Level 4 (Excellent)

	Introduction
	
	· Hook is ineffective

· Thesis is unclear
	· Hook is somewhat effective

· Thesis is somewhat clear
	· Hook is effective

· Thesis is clear
	· Hook is very effective

· Thesis is persuasive and clear

	Content
	
	· Arguments are incoherent

· Supporting details are inadequate

· Explanation is inadequate
	· Arguments are somewhat coherent

· Supporting details are adequate proof

· Some explanation
	· Arguments are persuasive

· Supporting details are relevant and well chosen

· Good explanation
	· Arguments are extremely persuasive

· Supp. details are exemplary & correctly formatted 

· Excellent explanation

	Conclusion
	
	· Thesis is referenced

· Little conclusion given
	· Thesis is somewhat restated
· Some thoughts concluded
	· Thesis is restated

· Well developed conclusion
	· Thesis is restated in an effective new manner

· Thoughtful conclusion

	Grammar and Mechanics
	
	· Little control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Some control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Evident control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Excellent control over spelling, grammar and mechanics

	Style
	
	· Formality is attempted
	· Paper is written in a formal style
	· Paper is written in a formal and interesting style
	· Paper is written in a formal and very interesting style

	Structure
	
	· Ineffective structure and organization
	· Some effective use of structure and organization
	· Argument is appropriately organized
	· Organization enhances the argument

	Formatting &
Works Cited
	
	· Little adherence to MLA formatting

· Entries improperly formatted (5-6 errors)
	· Some adherence to MLA formatting

· Entries somewhat properly formatted (3-4 errors)
	· Adheres to MLA formatting

· Entries properly formatted (1-2 errors)
	· Perfect MLA formatting

· Entries perfectly formatted (no apparent errors)


Evaluation:









Total:

/70
Thesis Development Worksheet

Answer the following questions on a separate, lined sheet of paper.

1. What is your topic?

2. Brainstorm your thoughts on your topic and ways in which it relates to the text.

3. What is your opinion (or what do you think the author’s opinion is) on this topic? 

4. Broaden your opinion. Ask yourself “so what?” to help expand on #3. In one sentence you should explain not only your opinion, but it should be important enough for your readers to care about it. When finished and refined, this statement will be your thesis.

5. Which three specific sub-topics will you focus on to prove your argument? (note: these are usually characters)

6. What other sources can you refer to in order to build on your thesis statement?

These questions are due on: Wednesday, October 22
Evaluation:









Total:

/10
	
	NR
	Level 1 (Poor)
	Level 2 (Fair)
	Level 3 (Good)
	Level 4 (Excellent)

	
	
	· Questions completed poorly

· Little organization
	· Questions are mostly complete

· Work is somewhat organized
	· Questions are complete

· Work is organized
	· Questions are fully completed

· Work is extremely organized

	
	
	· Writer has little grasp on their topic

· Thesis lacks relevance or is too simple

· Includes examples from the original text only
	· Writer fairly knowledgeable and states subtopics 

· Thesis shares the writer’s opinion 

· Includes some outside sources
	· Writer is knowledgeable on the topic, providing interesting sub-topics

· Thesis shares the writer’s opinion and is interesting

· Includes credible outside sources
	· Writer is very knowledgeable on the topic, providing engaging sub-topics

· Thesis shares the writer’s opinion and is relevant to audiences

· Includes multiple interesting credible outside sources
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