Short Story and other Literary Terms

These are the terms you need to know. We will define them in class.

1. Conflict (type)

2. Setting

3. Characters (type)

4. Theme

5. Protagonist

6. Antagonist

7. Point of View

8. Foreshadowing

9. Flashback

10. Atmosphere

11. Dialect

12. Dialogue

13. Hyperbole

14. Metaphor

15. Simile

16. Personification

17. Suspense

18. Symbolism

19. Irony

20 Pathetic fallacy

21. Plot

Story/Dramatic Structure

There are distinct parts to the plot of most short stories and plays. They are:

1. Introduction

2. Inciting incident

3. Rising action

4. Conflict

5. Climax

6. Falling action

7. Resolution

8. Conclusion

The plot of a story may be illustrated visually using a graph, like the one below:


